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According to the Brazilian Bar Association (OAB), the charges against suspended president
Fernando Collor de Mello represent only one of more than 570,000 accusations of corruption made
against members of the federal government during Collor's two and a half years in office. This is
the largest number of corruption charges ever made against any Brazilian administration. It is also
unusual in that the charges are largely directed against top-level government officials, in contrast
to the more typical charges directed against lower- and mid-level officials. More than 300,000 of
the accusations are directed against individuals in the Economy Ministry. In addition to Collor, his
spouse (Rosane Malta de Collor) and former ministers of economy (Zelia Cardoso), health (Alceni
Guerra) and Labor (Antonio Rogerio Magri) have been indicted on corruption charges. On Oct. 20,
Supreme Court president Sidney Sanches told reporters Collor's trial by the Senate on charges of
"passive corruption" will be complete by the end of January 1993. Sanches emphasized "there is
no possibility" the process will extend beyond the 180-day deadline imposed by the constitution.
(For previous coverage of the corruption scandal see NotiSur 10/13/92.) In his written defense
statement, released Oct. 23, Collor blames former campaign treasurer Paulo Cesar Farias for the
corruption for which Collor is accused. The written defense was Collor's response to a series of
questions from Attorney General Aristides Junqueira. The Attorney General is evaluating evidence
against Collor to determine whether or not to proceed with prosecution for common crimes. The
98-page defense statement accused Farias of taking advantage of his connection with the president
for illegal personal enrichment and of abusing Collor's trust. The statement reasserts the legitimacy
of a US$5 million loan secured in Uruguay. The loan was contracted for campaign expenses but
most of the funds were subsequently used for Collor's personal expenses. The statement admits
the existence of unexplained financial transactions, but asserts that deposits to Collor's bank
accounts and to accounts of family members were outside of his responsibility and knowledge and
therefore he cannot be held responsible. The same defense statement is expected to be presented
to the 21-member Senate special impeachment committee Oct. 26. Collor is scheduled to begin
his personal testimony before the committee Oct. 29. In an interview published in news magazine
Veja Oct. 25, Collor affirmed he fully expects to return to the presidency to "finish my mission,"
which he refers to as his "destiny." In a report by daily newspaper O Globo the same day, telephone
records of the Telecomunicaciones de Alagoas (TELESA) company for the February to August
1992 period reveal that Collor and Farias were in constant communication. Thousands of calls
took place between Farias and the presidential palace and Collor's personal residence. In May,
when the corruption scandal broke, Collor publicly declared that he had not had any contact with
Farias for over one year. On Oct. 27, Attorney General Junqueira and Senate special impeachment
committee rapporteur Antonio Mariz separately told reporters of plans to request permission from
the Supreme Court to lift banking and telephone secrecy protections on Collor's accounts. The two
said they consider Collor's explanations regarding the corruption charges "inadequate." Mariz
will also request access to bills and receipts from Collor's private residence and the presidential
palace. On Oct. 28, Collor informed the special Senate committee he would not testify in person as
he considers the written defense statement sufficient. In statements to reporters Nov. 1, Junqueira
said that, in the face of the absence of evidence substantiating Collor's claims of innocence, there
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is no recourse but to formally charge him with common crimes before the Supreme Court. He
said Collor's written defense statement contained only unsubstantiated explanations, and no
documentation. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 10/20/92, 10/22/92, 10/23/92, 10/27/92, 10/28/92,
10/31/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/19/92, 10/23-28/92, 11/01/92)
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